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The Right Honourable Jerzy Buzek 
President of the European Parliament
Batiment Louise Weiss 

T 15003
1, Ave du President Robert Schuman
C S 91 024 
F -  Strassburg  Cedex




                        



2010-06-11
Dear President Buzek, 
we are writing to you as a German All-Party-Parliamentary Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health und Rights working towards the eradication of worldwide poverty and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We are concerned about that especially the MDG5 (to reduce maternal mortality by three quarters by 2015) is the most “off track” goal.

Without sufficient priority given to MDG 5, it is unlikely that any of the MDGs will be attained. The importance of reproductive health and rights in poverty reduction and in human development was recognised as recently as the 2005 MDG Review, when an additional indicator, “universal access to reproductive health” was included under MDG5 in the framework. This represented the culmination of a long process to incorporate the new targets and indicators within the MDG framework.
It is widely recognized that greater international support for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR), especially family planning information and access to contraception and reproductive health supplies, is essential to the success of the MDG 5. For example, recent research by the Guttmacher Institute and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) shows that maternal deaths in developing countries could be slashed by 70 percent, and newborn deaths cut nearly in half, if the world doubled its investment in family planning and maternal and newborn health care. 
Heads of governments, including the European governments, agreed that maternal and child health was one of the world’s most pressing global health problems. We, the German Parliamentary Forum on Sexual and Reproductive Health und Rights  call upon you to build on previous commitments and ensure that Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, especially access to family planning, including contraception, are part of the EP MDG resolution.
Yours sincerely,

Caren Marks, Chairwomen of the German Parliamentary Forum on Sexual and Reproductive Health und Rights
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